
June 1, 2022

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 

We are writing to express our support for the Prince George’s County Department of Public 
Works & Transportation’s (“DPW&T”) applications to the Federal Transit Administration’s 
(FTA) Buses and Bus Facilities Program and the Low or No Emissions Program. Prince 
George’s County is seeking Federal funding to advance the conversion to electric buses for the 
County’s bus transit system, “TheBus.”

Prince George’s County has informed us that federal funding would be used to purchase 
additional battery electric buses and related charging equipment to replace aging buses that have 
exceeded their useful life. This project aims to improve the safety and reliability of TheBus 
public transit, including planned service expansion to accommodate growing service needs of 
residents. The County plans to expand daily bus service in underserved communities, where 
riders access jobs, healthcare and other vital services, while improving air quality and promoting 
environmental justice.

In addition, the County is seeking funding to renovate the existing D’Arcy Road transit facility 
with electrical charging infrastructure and accommodations for maintenance of electric buses. 
The project aims to improve safety and reliability and facilitate the transition of the diesel bus 
fleet to battery electric vehicles.

We request your full and fair consideration of the Prince George’s County application to the 
Buses and Bus Facilities and the Low or No Emissions Program.

Sincerely,

Benjamin L. Cardin
United States Senator

Chris Van Hollen
United States Senator



Steny H. Hoyer
Member of Congress

Anthony G. Brown
Member of Congress
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May 18, 2022

Administrator Nuria Fernandez
Federal Transit Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Dear Administrator Fernandez: 

We write to express our full support for Montgomery County’s application to the Federal Transit 
Administration’s Low or No Emission Vehicle Program for funding to create a new hydrogen 
production site and acquire 13 hydrogen fuel cell electric buses.

We understand that this use of hydrogen-electric technology will be the first public transit 
application on the East Coast, providing clean and efficient service. The 13 hydrogen-electric 
buses will support the first phase of Montgomery County’s transition to hydrogen, expanding 
zero-emissions fleet capabilities today and in the future. The new green hydrogen production site 
will produce hydrogen from water, and then store it at the compression, storage, and dispensing 
site that will fuel the buses. These zero-emission buses, used within the Ride On service area, 
will convert the hydrogen to electricity to power the buses’ electric motors, emitting only water 
from their tailpipes.

Montgomery County’s application reflects its long-term commitment to addressing climate 
change by investing in advanced technologies that will be critical to reducing transportation-
related greenhouse gas emissions. The project also aims to advance the goals of Montgomery 
County’s Climate Action Plan to expand public transit and electrify public buses.

We request your full consideration of this application to support Montgomery County’s clean 
energy initiatives, create high-quality jobs, improve safety, minimize its transit system’s carbon 
footprint, and promote equitable economic opportunity.  

Sincerely,

Benjamin L. Cardin
United States Senator

Chris Van Hollen
United States Senator



John P. Sarbanes
Member of Congress

Anthony G. Brown
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

David J. Trone
Member of Congress
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