BENJAMIN L. CARDIN
UNITED STATES SENATOR

MARYLAND
United States Senate
ADashington, D 20510-2004
May 27, 2011

The Honorable Herb Kohl The Honorable Roy Blunt

Chairman Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Agriculture, Subcommittee on Agriculture,

Rural Development, Food and Drug Rural Development, Food and Drug
Administration and Related Agencies Administration and Related Agencies
U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations U.S. Senate Committee on Appropriations
184 Dirksen Senate Office Building 190 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Kohl and Ranking Member Blunt:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide the Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee
with recommendations on how to prioritize programmatic spending for fiscal year 2012.
While Congress works to balance the federal budget we must recognize, support and fund the
federal programs that are meeting the critical needs of the country and that represent smart long-
term investment decisions. Deferring funding for certain projects can result in short-term
savings, only to lead to increased future expenditures. Smart investments can provide both
immediate benefits and improvements to the nation’s long-term financial health. That is why I
support the President’s request that the committee not apply any restrictions on modernization or
replacement of existing ARS facilities. These are smart investments in our future.
I also support the President’s Budget proposal to refocus assistance to rural America by
tightening existing payment limits and targeting payments to only those who really need them.
Reducing payments to wealthy farmers will generate $2.5 billion in savings over 10 years while
still maintaining a strong and secure safety net for production agriculture.

Below I have identified program areas within the jurisdiction of your Subcommittee that
are critical to meeting the nutrition needs of millions of Americans. In addition, I request your
support for the resources and services that are vital to many American farmers and rural
communities that rely on the U.S. Department of Agriculture. They are:

Nutrition Programs:

As the nation continues to slowly emerge from the recession, many Americans are still
struggling to put food on the table for themselves and their families. I support the President’s
budget request of $7.9 billion to strengthen nutrition assistance for millions of Americans
including the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC)
program, which supports 9.6 million low-income, nutritionally at-risk pregnant and post-partum
women, infants and children up to age five.
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In addition, I support the President’s call for $35 million for the Healthy Food Financing
Initiative to bring grocery stores and other healthy food retailers to underserved communities.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs.

NRCS conservation programs help farmers improve their stewardship of our lands and
water. I urge the subcommittee to fund the NRCS at the $5,046,000 amount requested by the
President. In the Chesapeake Basin, comprising six states, these programs make it financially
possible for farmers to comply with state Watershed Implementation Plans. Currently, there is
more demand than supply for available conservation contracts. Federal funds enable NRCS to
protect the contracts for conservation activities in the watershed and keep their commitment to
increasing conservation efforts and nutrient pollution reduction activities in the crop acreage
areas of critical need.

A USDA program that is equally as important to helping farmers in the Chesapeake Bay
Watershed is the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative. I urge you to not apply any limitations in
Fiscal Year 2012 mandatory funding for the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Initiative that was
included in the 2008 Farm Bill (PL 110-234 sect. 2605). The program provides enhancement to
existing conservation programs for agricultural producers in the Chesapeake Basin. This program
is crucial to reducing the backlog of applications for conservation programs in an area where
both need and demand are high.

The Agricultural Research Service (ARS) and the National Agricultural Library (NAL)

ARS and NAL are tremendous resources for our nation’s agricultural sector. The
research, agricultural testing and technological innovations that have been conducted by the ARS
have improved the efficiency of American agriculture, reduced production costs for farmers, and
improved the nutritional value of food grown in the United States and marketed both
domestically and around the world. The ARS has been critical to keeping American agricultural
production competitive on the global market and meeting the robust food needs of our country
and the world.

As new challenges arise to American Agriculture, ranging from the impacts of climate
change, extreme weather conditions, invasive and exotic pests, crop and animal diseases, and
population growth, the need for agricultural research is more important than ever.
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I urge the committee to appropriate the President’s budget request of $1,138,000,000 for
the ARS, including a minimum of $23,000,000 for the National Agricultural Research Library.

Thank you for the opportunity to share my priorities and recommend programmatic
funding ideas to the Subcommittee. Please feel free to have your staff contact Josh Klein (202-
224-4524 or josh_klein@cardin.senate.gov) on my staff with any questions.

Sincerely,

@nﬁr‘rﬁn ; ’ Cardin

United States Senator
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Dear Chairman Kohl and Ranking Member Blunt:

I am writing to urge you to provide the maximum funding possible to the programs
administered by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) that support land-grant
universities around the country, including the University of Maryland System (College Park,
Frostburg State University and the University of Maryland Eastern Shore) in my state. [ am
particularly concerned about the dramatic cuts to the core land-grant capacity/infrastructure
programs and the primary competitive grants program included within the House-passed version
of the FY 2012 Agriculture Appropriations bill.

The House bill cut the NIFA budget by $202.8 million (16.7%) compared to FY 2011.
While the cuts were spread over many funding lines, $122 million came from the seven NIFA
lines that have been
identified by the land-grant system as their “core priorities.”

e USDA'’s flagship competitive grants program — the Agriculture and Food Research
Initiative (AFRI) — was cut from $264.470 M to $223.334 M (-$41.126 M).

e Hatch Act funding, which supports State Agriculture Experiment Stations affiliated with
1862 land grant institutions, was cut from $236.334 M to $206.378 M (-$29.957 M).

e Smith-Lever 3(b)-(c) funding, which provides basic support for Cooperative Extension
Services, was cut from $293.991 M to $251.178 (-$36.733 M).

e The Evans-Allen program, which supports research efforts at the 1890 (historically black)
land-grant institutions like the University of Maryland Eastern Shore, was cut from
$50.898 M to $47.626 M (-$3.272 M).

e 1890s Extension funds, which support Cooperative Extension Services at the 1890 land-
grants, were cut from $42.592 M to $35.719 M (-$6.872 M).

e Mclntire-Stennis Cooperative Forestry funding — which supports forest and natural
resources research at 1862, 1890, and other public universities — was cut from $32.934
M to $29.766 M (-$3.168).
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e Extension Services at the 1994 Institutions program, which provides extension funding
for tribal colleges), was cut from $4.312 M to $3.572 M (-$0.740 M).

These cuts resulted primarily from the stringent 302(b) allocation adopted by the House.
Now that a final FY 2012 budget has been agreed upon, your subcommittee may have a greater
allocation to spread among various meritorious programs.

Therefore, I urge you to restore as much of the $202.8 million cut from the NIFA budget by
the House, starting with the seven programs listed above. While these programs benefit the land-
grant universities, the ultimate beneficiaries are American farmers, ranchers, consumers, and
other stakeholders, and they, too, would be harmed by the cuts proposed by the House.

Sincerely,

/ﬁ, /A
Bénjamin L. Cardin

United States Senator



